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A Birthday Message From The 
Commandant Of The Marine Corps 

 
United States Marines represent the best 
young men and women our Nation has to offer. 
To be a Marine is to be a member of Americaôs 
warrior class ð to be one of the few who steps 
forward with the courage and conviction to face 
whatever dangers await. Our Nation expects 
her Marines to be ready when the Nation calls; 
to leave family and the comforts of home 
behind; to march into battle and thrive under 
austerity; and to come home under a victory 
pennant. 
 
From Al Anbar in the west of Iraq, to Helmand 
Province in the south of Afghanistan, our Corps 
of Marines can always expect to be found 
where the fight is toughest. Such is our history. 
Today, as we write the final chapter on our 
victory in Iraq, we will increasingly take the 
fight to the enemy in Afghanistan and add new 
pages to our legacy in places called Delaram, 
Now Zad, and Garmsir. One day, we will return 
to our naval heritage and patrol the high seas 
with our Navy brothers. Such is our future. 
 
As we celebrate our Corpsô 234th Birthday, we 
first pause to reflect and pay tribute to those  

 
Marines who have given the last full measure 
in defense of freedom. We extend our deepest 
gratitude to our Marine Corps families ð the 
unsung heroes who endure hardship and 
sacrifice so that we are able to go forward and 
accomplish any mission. We extend our 
appreciation to our countrymen who have 
answered our every need. And we celebrate 
the magnificent men and women who willingly 
and selflessly continue to go into harmôs way to 
protect this great Nation. 
 
To all who have gone before, to those who 
wear the uniform today, and to the families that 
give us the strength to forge ahead ð I wish 
you all a heartfelt Happy 234th Birthday! 
 

Semper Fidelis, 

 

James T. Conway 
General, U.S. Marine Corps 

2009 VIDEO BIRTHDAY ADDRESS  
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History of The Marinesô Hymn 

The Marinesô Hymn is one of the most readily 

recognized songs in the world today and is the 

oldest of the service songs of our country. The 

history of the hymn has been clouded by the passing 

of time and confused by oral tradition. But there is 

no confusion on the part of the hearer when The 

Marinesô Hymn is heard. It is as easily identified 

with the Marine Corps as ñThe Star-Spangled 

Bannerò is with our nation. To all Marines it has 

become a sacred symbol of the pride and 

professionalism of a Marine and you will find them 

standing straight and tall at the position of attention 

when it is performed. 

The music to the hymn is believed to have 

originated in the comic opera Geneviéve de Brabant 

composed by the French composer Jacques 

Offenbach. Originally written as a two-act opera in 

1859, Offenbach revised the work, expanding it to 

three acts in 1867. This revised version included the 

song ñCouplets des Deux Hommes dôArmesò and is 

the musical source of The Marinesô Hymn. 

The author of the words to the hymn is unknown. 

One tradition suggested that an unknown Marine 

wrote the words in 1847. This would have been 20 

years before the music was written by Offenbach 

and is not likely. The first two lines of the first verse 

were taken from words inscribed on the Colors of 

the Corps. 

After the war with the Barbary pirates in 1805 the 

Colors were inscribed with the words ñTo the 

Shores of Tripoli.ò After Marines participated in the 

capture of Mexico City and the Castle of 

Chapultepec (also known as the Halls of 

Montezuma) in 1847, the words on the Colors were 

changed to read ñFrom the shores of Tripoli to the 

Halls of Montezuma.ò The unknown author of the 

first verse of the hymn reversed this order to read 

ñFrom the halls of Montezuma to the shores of 

Tripoli.ò 

In 1929 the Commandant of the Marine Corps 

authorized the following verses of The Marinesô 

Hymn as the official version: 

ñFrom the Halls of Montezuma 

To the shores of Tripoli; 

We fight our countryôs battles 

On the land as on the sea; 

First to fight for right and freedom 

And to keep our honor clean; 

We are proud to claim the title 

Of United States Marine. 

Our flagôs unfurled to every breeze 

From dawn to setting sun; 

We have fought in evôry clime and place 

Where we could take a gun; 

In the snow of far-off Northern lands 

And in sunny tropic scenes; 

You will find us always on the job 

The United States Marines 

Hereôs health to you and to our Corps 

Which we are proud to serve; 

In many a strife weôve fought for life 

And never lost our nerve; 

If the Army and the Navy 

Ever look on Heavenôs scenes; 

They will find the streets are guarded 

By United States Marines.ò 

Nov. 21, 1942, the Commandant of the Marine 

Corps approved a change in the words of the fourth 

line of the first verse to read, ñIn air, on land, and 

sea.ò 

 

 

Marine Corps Birthday:  (excerpt from Warrior Culture 

of the U.S. Marines, copyright 2001 Marion F. Sturkey)   

All U.S. Marines are gung-ho.  But, few can match 

the vision and total commitment of the famous 13th 

http://www.usmcpress.com/warriorculture.htm
http://www.usmcpress.com/warriorculture.htm
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Commandant, Gen. John A. Lejeune.  In 1921 he 

issued Marine Corps Order No. 47, Series 1921.  

Gen. Lejeune's order summarized the history, 

mission, and tradition of the Corps.  It further 

directed that the order be read to all Marines on 10 

November of each year to honor the founding of the 

Marine Corps.  Thereafter, 10 November became a 

unique day for U.S. Marines throughout the world.  

Soon, some Marine commands began to not only 

honor the birthday, but celebrate it.  In 1923 the 

Marine Barracks at Ft. Mifflin, Pennsylvania, 

staged a formal dance.  The Marines at the 

Washington Navy Yard arranged a mock battle on 

the parade ground.  At Quantanamo Bay, Cuba, the 

Marine baseball team played a Cuban team and 

won, 9 to 8.  

The first "formal" Birthday Ball took place on 

Philadelphia in 1925.  First class Marine Corps 

style, all the way!  Guests included the 

Commandant, the Secretary of War (in 1925 the 

term "politically correct" didn't exist; it was 

Secretary of War, not Secretary of Defense), and a 

host of statesmen and elected officials.  Prior to the 

Ball, Gen. Lejeune unveiled a memorial plaque at 

Tun Tavern.  Then the entourage headed for the 

Benjamin Franklin Hotel and an evening of 

festivities and frolicking.  

Over the years the annual Birthday Ball grew and 

grew, taking on a life of its own.  In 1952 the 

Commandant, Gen. Lemuel C. Shepherd Jr., 

formalized the cake-cutting ceremony and other 

traditional observances.  For example, Marine 

Corps policy now mandates that the first piece of 

cake must be presented to the oldest U.S. Marine 

present.  The second piece goes to the youngest 

Marine.  Among the many such mandates is a 

solemn reading of the Commandant's birthday 

message to the Corps.  

Like the U.S. Marine Corps itself, the annual 

Birthday Ball has evolved from simple origins to 

the polished and professional  functions of today.  

Nonetheless, one thing remains constant, the tenth 

day of November!  This unique holiday for warriors 

is a day of camaraderie, a day to honor Corps and 

Country.  Throughout the world on 10 November, 

U.S. Marines celebrate the birth of their Corps -- the 

most loyal, most feared, most revered, and most 

professional fighting force the world has ever 

known.  
 

 

Birthday Message by General John A. 
Lejeune, 13th Commandant of the Marine 
Corps 

On November 1st, 1921, John A. Lejeune, 13th 
Commandant of the Marine Corps, directed 
that a reminder of the honorable service of the 
Corps be published by every command, to all 
Marines throughout the globe, on the birthday 
of the Corps. Since that day, Marines have 
continued to distinguish themselves on many 
battlefields and foreign shores, in war and 
peace. On this birthday of the Corps, therefore, 
in compliance with the will of the 13th 
Commandant, Article 38, United States Marine 
Corps Manual, Edition of 1921, is republished 
as follows: 

"(1) On November 10, 1775, a Corps of 
Marines was created by a resolution of the 
Continental Congress. Since that date many 
thousand men have borne the name Marine. In 
memory of them it is fitting that we who are 
Marines should commemorate the birthday of 
our Corps by calling to mind the glories of its 
long and illustrious history. 

"(2) The record of our Corps is one which will 
bear comparison with that of the most famous 
military organizations in the world's history. 
During 90 of the 146 years of its existence the 
Marine Corps has been in action against the 
Nation's foes. From the Battle of Trenton to the 
Argonne, Marines have won foremost honors 
in war, and in the long era of tranquility at 
home, generation after generation of Marines 
have grown gray in war in both hemispheres, 
and in every corner of the seven seas that our 
country and its citizens might enjoy peace and 
security. 
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"(3) In every battle and skirmish since the birth 
of our Corps, Marines have acquitted 
themselves with the greatest distinction, 
winning new honors on each occasion until the 
term "Marine" has come to signify all that is 
highest in military efficiency and soldierly 
virtue. 

"(4) This high name of distinction and soldierly 
repute we who are Marines today have 
received from those who preceded us in the 
Corps. With it we also received from them the 
eternal spirit which has animated our Corps 
from generation to generation and has been 
the distinguishing mark of the Marines in every 
age. So long as that spirit continues to flourish, 
Marines will be found equal to every 
emergency in the future as they have been in 
the past, and the men of our Nation will regard 
us as worthy successors to the long line of 
illustrious men who have served as 'Soldiers of 
the Sea' since the founding of the Corps." 
ðExtracted from "The Marine Officer's Guide" 
 

 

The Marine Corps adopted Semper Fidelis as its 

official motto in 1883 (Semper Fidelis is also the 

title of the official musical March of the Marine 

Corps).  Translated from Latin, Semper Fidelis 

means "Always Faithful."  U.S. Marines use an 

abbreviated verbal version, "Semper Fi," to 

voice loyalty and commitment to their Marine 

comrades-in-arms. 

 

Leatherneck: The nickname Leatherneck has 

become a universal moniker for a U.S. Marine. 

The term originated from the wide and stiff 

leather neck-piece that was part of the Marine 

Corps uniform from 1798 until 1872. This 

leather collar, called The Stock, was roughly four 

inches high and had two purposes. In combat, it 

protected the neck and jugular vein from 

cutlasses slashes. On parade, it kept a Marine's 

head erect. The term is so widespread that it has 

become the name of the Marine Corps 

Association monthly magazine, 

LEATHERNECK. 

Jarhead: For roughly 50 years, sailors had little 

luck in their effort to insult Marines by calling 

them Gyrenes. So, during World War II sailors 

began referring to Marines as Jarheads. 

Presumably the high collar on the Marine Dress 

Blues uniform made a Marine's head look like it 

was sticking out of the top of a Mason jar. 

Marines were not insulted. Instead, they 

embraced the new moniker as a term of utmost 

respect. 

 

Devil Dogs: The German Army coined this term 

of respect for U.S. Marines during World War I. 

In the summer of 1918 the German Army was 

driving toward Paris. The French Army was in 

full retreat. In a desperate effort to save Paris, 

the newly arrived U.S. Marines were thrown into 

the breach. In June 1918, in bitter fighting 

lasting for weeks, Marines repeatedly repulsed 

the Germans in Belleau Wood. The German 

drive toward Paris sputtered, fizzled, and died. 

Then the Marines attacked and swept the 

Germans back out of Belleau Wood. Paris had 

been saved. The tide of war had turned. Five 

months later Germany would be forced to accept 

an armistice. The battle tenacity and fury of the 

U.S. Marines had stunned the Germans. In their 

official reports they called the Marines "teufel 

hunden," meaning Devil Dogs, the ferocious 

mountain dogs of Bavarian folklore. 
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Tun Tavern:  (excerpt from Warrior Culture of the U.S. 

Marines, copyright 2001 Marion F. Sturkey)  

   Ask any Marine.  Just ask.  He will tell you that 

the Marine Corps was born in Tun Tavern on 10 

November 1775.  But, beyond that the Marine's 

recollection for detail will probably get fuzzy.  So, 

here is the straight scoop:  

In the year 1685, Samuel Carpenter built a huge 

"brew house" in Philadelphia.  He located this 

tavern on the waterfront at the corner of Water 

Street and Tun Alley.  The old English word tun 

means a cask, barrel, or keg of beer.  So, with his 

new beer tavern on Tun Alley, Carpenter elected to 

christen the new waterfront brewery with a logical 

name, Tun Tavern.  

Tun Tavern quickly gained a reputation for serving 

fine beer.  Beginning 47 years later in 1732, the first 

meetings of the St. John's No. 1 Lodge of the Grand 

Lodge of the Masonic Temple were held in the 

tavern.  An American of note, Benjamin Franklin, 

was its third Grand Master.  Even today the 

Masonic Temple of Philadelphia recognizes Tun 

Tavern as the birthplace of Masonic teachings in 

America.  

Roughly ten years later in the early 1740s, the new 

proprietor expanded Tun Tavern and gave the 

addition a new name, "Peggy Mullan's Red Hot 

Beef Steak Club at Tun Tavern."  The new 

restaurant became a smashing commercial success 

and was patronized by notable Americans.  In 1747 

the St. Andrews Society, a charitable group 

dedicated to assisting poor immigrants from 

Scotland, was founded in the tavern.  

Nine years later, then Col. Benjamin Franklin 

organized the Pennsylvania Militia.  He used Tun 

Tavern as a gathering place to recruit a regiment of 

soldiers to go into battle against the Indian uprisings 

that were plaguing the American colonies.  George 

Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and the Continental 

Congress later met in Tun Tavern as the American 

colonies prepared for independence from the 

English Crown.  

On November 10, 1775, the Continental Congress 

commissioned Samuel Nicholas to raise two 

Battalions of Marines.  That very day, Nicholas set 

up shop in Tun Tavern.  He appointed Robert 

Mullan, then the proprietor of the tavern, to the job 

of chief Marine Recruiter -- serving, of course, from 

his place of business at Tun Tavern.  Prospective 

recruits flocked to the tavern, lured by (1) cold beer 

and (2) the opportunity to serve in the new Corps of 

Marines.  So, yes, the U.S. Marine Corps was 

indeed born in Tun Tavern.  Needless to say, both 

the Marine Corps and the tavern thrived during this 

new relationship.  

Tun Tavern still lives today.  And, Tun Tavern beer 

is still readily available throughout the Philadelphia 

area.  Further, through magazines it is advertised to 

Marines throughout the world.  

 

 

http://www.usmcpress.com/warriorculture.htm
http://www.usmcpress.com/warriorculture.htm
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 Corps Values   
Honor:  Honor requires each Marine to exemplify 

the ultimate standard in ethical and moral conduct.  

Honor is many things; honor requires many things.  

A U.S. Marine must never lie, never cheat, never 

steal, but that is not enough.  Much more is 

required.  Each Marine must cling to an 

uncompromising code of personal integrity, 

accountable for his actions and holding others 

accountable for theirs.  And, above all, honor 

mandates that a Marine never sully the reputation of 

his Corps.  

Courage:  Simply stated, courage is honor in action 

-- and more.  Courage is moral strength, the will to 

heed the inner voice of conscience, the will to do 

what is right regardless of the conduct of others.  It 

is mental discipline, an adherence to a higher 

standard.  Courage means willingness to take a 

stand for what is right in spite of adverse 

consequences.  This courage, throughout the history 

of the Corps, has sustained Marines during the 

chaos, perils, and hardships of combat.  And each 

day, it enables each Marine to look in the mirror -- 

and smile.  

Commitment:  Total dedication to Corps and 

Country.  Gung-ho Marine teamwork.  All for one, 

one for all.  By whatever name or cliche, 

commitment is a combination of (1) selfless 

determination and (2) a relentless dedication to 

excellence.  Marines never give up, never give in, 

never willingly accept second best.  Excellence is 

always the goal.  And, when their active duty days 

are over, Marines remain reserve Marines, retired 

Marines, or Marine veterans.  There is no such thing 

as an ex-Marine or former-Marine.  Once a Marine, 

always a Marine.  Commitment never dies. 

 

 

 

 

 

And They Shall Have Cake! 
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Happy 234
th
 Birthday 

United States Marine Corps 

 

 

 


