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Bits & pieces to keep you updated with the
group and what is going on.

2009 Wreaths Across America
Tampa Project Begins

WREATHS-ACROSS-AMERICA.ORG

REMEMBER - HONOR - TEACH

Ités that time of year to stacbntactingevery one

you know so that they can be a contributor for our
WAA 2009 project. Once again we will be working
to obtain sponsors for over 400 wreaths which will

adorn the grass at the Ameran Legion Cemetg

located in TampaThis is a great opportunity to get
everyone we know involved and educate our
community on the importance of honor and respect
A single wreaths only$15and can be sponsored in
honor or memory of anyone you choose. We have
8 short weeks to complete this project which means
we need to be selling at least 50 wreaths per week.
Sponsors can either purchase wreaths on our
website or by ompleting a sponsorship form (at
end of newsletter) and mailing it back to us. Please
feel free to make copies of the form and share them

with your family, friends, neighbors, ewsorkers,
etc.

The wreath laying ceremony will be held at the
Blvd.,

American Legion Post #3810 W. Kenned
Tampa, FL 33609 on Saturday Decembé't 4212
Noon.
and be a part of this wonderful transfation as we
lay the wreaths on over 800 gravesites.

T.AM.P.A. is asking for each member family to

support this project by purchasingt leastone
wreath.

The community is invited to please come

Gold Star Mother's
Day in United States

Quick Facts

Gol d Star Mot herds
States on the last Sunday of September.

Day i s

What do people do?

Each year the United States president is requested to
issue a proclamation to: call on US government
of ficials to dlagaqnlalggvertntert
buildings; and to call on people to display the flag and
hold appropriate meetings at homes, churches, or
ot her suitable places on
publicly express the love, sorrow, and reverence
those who are Gold Star mothers and their families.

American Gold Star Mothers, Inc. is an organization
of mothers whose sons or daughters served and died
while serving their nation in times of war or conflict. It
organizes major events that take place on or around
Gol d St ar DaMeathlyear Brevious activities
included a Gold Star flower wreath laying service, as
we l | as an afternoon
cottage in Washington DC.

The last Sunday in September is also Parents of
Fallen Military Sons and Daughters Day in New
Jersey. This day is a tribute to all parents whose
children died as a result of their service with the
United States Armed Forces. It commemorates the
contributions, commitments and sacrifices made by
those parents individually and through the American
Gold Star Mothers, Inc.

Gol d Star Mother6s Day i s
States on the last Sunday of September each

year. It is a day to for people to recognize and
honor those who have lost a son or daughter

while serving the United States Armed Forces.

A gold star represents a son or daughter who died while
serving the United States Armed Forces.
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Background

The name the Gold Star Mothers was derived from
the custom of military families who put a service flag
near their front window. The flag featured a star for
each family member serving in their country i living
members were denoted in blue but gold stars honored
family members who were killed while in duty. In 1918
President Woodrow Wilson approved the wearing of
black arm bands bearing a gilt star by those who had
a family member who died in the military service to
the United States. This distinguished them from the
blue stars, representing a family member presently
serving in the armed forces.

American Gold Star Mothers, Inc. was incorporated in
1929, obtaining a federal charter from the US
Congress. It began with 25 mothers living in the
Washington DC area and soon expanded to include
affiliated groups throughout the nation. On June 23,
1936, a joint congressional resolution designated the
last Sunday in September as Gold Star Mother's Day,
a holiday that has been observed each year by a
presidential proclamation.

Symbols

A gold star symbolizes a family member who died in
the line of duty while serving the United States Armed
Forces. It may be seen on a service flag or in the
form of a pin, which is worn by Gold Star mothers.
The pin is not limited to mothers and it is awarded by
the US Department of Defense.

Recently | was talking with Tracy Della Vecchsgnmunities.
founder of MarineParents.&uwhshe asked if |
wouldshare thigiwformatiowith our group and
other organizations. This is not an endorsem.
T.A.MP.A. but rather the sharing of informatio
which you may or may not consider supporting

One Team - One

NElglE

- One Fight

Join the Efforts - Write Your Senator
Marine Corps families are known for getting the
job done and we've got a job to do. I'm asking
for your support in passing H.R. 24 to change
"Department of the Navy" to "Department of the
Navy and Marine Corps."

After research and discussion with Congressman

Jones, we will be supporting H.R. 24. Colonel
Oliver North responded showing support of
MarineParents.com efforts to pass the bill.

"Please support MarineParents.com in their
support of Congressman Walter Jones " bill to re -
designate the Department of the Navy as the
Department of the Navy and Marine Corps. It's a
measure that is long past due and a recognition
of the extraordinary contribution and sacrifices
made by generations of Marines to the freedoms

we hold dear." -Oliver L. North, LtCol, USMC
(Ret.)

How can you join our efforts and show your

support?

Click here to learn more...
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On Saturday, September 19 " T AM.P.A. used it &
new facility for the very first time. Nearly 40
members and newbies joined together at the M CL
Angos Gos Detachment to hold our first monthly
gathering on site. There was plenty of space for
everyone, ample parking, kitchen facilities
(getting a spic  -n-span cleaning from Kim N.) and
also a spacious conference room where the board
was able to meet ahead of time.
This new meeting place is going to be a huge
asset in the days, weeks and months ahead as

we continue to grow and reach out to our

If you missed the September
th

gathering we will be back in October on the 17
The address is: 2612 N. Tampa Street, 33602.



http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102690708496&s=19626&e=001IdTXMIQ6W04TdzOFOk6dQ05AtRskMVmPyy8fuinvXYhInhYahxo98GS4SpfXCcl6OapQaDNLISNiBS1I-GQ9MyjZTyM656PAwEOZ2nbm-1Bi7zWg17mB0DkSPeWpzaoieCRfArN9oRCxmgnP9hphhYUW8Qp4O5LQ
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Would you like to nHosto a
gathering in 2010? RAINED OUT EVENT HAS

BEEN RE-SCHEDULED

With our newhomé it is going to be easier than
ever. You woid have to worry about getting the
house clean or if you have enough chairs or table
space for everyone. Our new site is big enough for
groups of all sizes.

Just contacbonnie@usmcfamilygport.organd let

her know which month you would like to host. You
will be responsible for putting togeth a menu
theme (if you would like onegnd taking care of the
set up/clean up for the meal. Of course we will all
chip in as usual with bringinghe items and also
will be available to help with any work detail you
need to assign.

Registration:
www.operationhomefront.net/forms/freedom_walk_app.asp

Free T Shirts to the first 300 registered

Mark your calendar now for this great event

which is being held on November 7th. walkers that arrive at:
T.A.M.P.A. will have an informational booth at Freedom Walk - Tampa, FL
this event. If you would like to volunteer to October 3rd, 2009

bonnie@usmcfamilysupport.org. On Site Registration: 8:30AM
Start: 9:00AM

Clearwater Veterans Alliance

o T.A.M.P.A. will have an informational booth

h
5t Annual at this event and also help with volunteer
Clearwater Veterans setup and takedown. This is a 2 mile walk
Appreciation Day to help us remember the events of September
November 7, 2009 2pm -6pm Bright House Network Field 11th.

N Old Coachman Road & Drew St (1 block west of US 19)

FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE

- Please bring non-perishable food item or new socks — collection at entrance. <
If you were not able to purchase a 2009 Run

For the Fallen t-shirt you still have time. We

will be placing an additional order soon. Please

' pas - = 8 contact kym@usmcfamilysupport.org with

USCosstoura ...zs,hms:..:f %:%1};:;?& your shirt size. T-shirts cost $5 and will need
to be pre-paid.

Clearwater HS USMC JROTC This year’s Admiral Farragut Academy Drill
Silent Drill Toeam Toam

Spotlight on
Wounded Wasriors from James Maley &

Bay Pines VA Hospitals
Boys & Girls Club Performance
Veteran Service Organizations
Area Veteran Support Groups
Children’s Activities
First Responder Tribute

Armed Forces Community
Covenant Signing

US Armed Forces Induction Cere-
mony - by Brigadier General
Baczkowski

www.cvaa.org



mailto:bonnie@usmcfamilysupport.org
https://www.operationhomefront.net/forms/freedom_walk_app.asp?Chapter_ID=1
mailto:kym@usmcfamilysupport.org
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Chri stmas Parade Will Be Here Before You
Know It é ..

We will again be participating in the Pinellas Park
Christmas parade on Saturday, December 12t. More
details about set up location, float decorating, etc. will be
in your October/November newsletter.

We are also working on having the USMC Humvee lead
our float this year and are expecting confirmation within
the next week. We will keep you posted.

This year we will be purchasing beads for everyone to on
a pre-order/pre-paid basis. We are currently looking
into the purchase price of beads depending on the
requests we get. You may also feel free to purchase your
own beads or novelty items to distribute. Oriental
Trader has a great variety of items that would be perfect.
Please try and stay with a patriotic theme. T.A.M.P.A.
will have approximately 300 hand held flags which will
also be for distribution.

Are you a member of our Yuku board?

If not, you really need to take the time to join. This
is our interactive _ site which allows you to keep up
with and meet other members of the group. You
can meet and get to know other members even
when you may not be able to participate on a
regular basis. If you are not active on this board
please join today.

With everyone having time for facebook and
myspace these days it only seems fitting that you
can hook up on this great board.
http://tampaareamarineparentsassociation.yu
ku.com/btampaareamarineparentsassociation

Thanks for cleaning out those closets.
T.A.M.P.A. sent a dozen beautiful ball gowns

out to Texas to help w ith the Marine Corps
ball. Kathryn, a  Marine sister in the Tampa

Bay area, who belongs to MomsLikeMe.com
collected several dresses and also obtained
FREE FedEx shipping for their contributions.
Good job everyone who was able to help.

Tampa 4 th Amphibious Assault Unit

Returns From Deployment

On Monday, September 21st forty+ Marines returned
from their 7 month deployment. Of course the
excitement was high and emotions overwhelming as the
buses rolled in and the Marines finally got to be with
their families.

T.A.M.P.A. was proud to support this group with care
packages during deployment and plenty of cigars to
celebrate the return.

Family, Food & Fun
October 3rd @ 4p.m.

Beer UoRapas

Family Sports Pubs
9331 Adamo Dr.

Tampa 33619

All monthly financial reports can now be requested and sent
directly to you via email. The Board of Directors will review
and approve all reports monthly. If you would like a report or
more information please contact our treasurer
kym@usmcfamilysupport.org

LAM2Y

www.usmcfamilysupport.org
Celebrating 5 Years
)c:(of Service! %

Honor - Courage - Commitment
to owr Corps and its Families


http://tampaareamarineparentsassociation.yuku.com/btampaareamarineparentsassociation
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You Ae Cordlially Invited
to Attend the
2009 USMC Family Birthday Ball
Hosted by T.A.M.P.A.
Saturday, November 14th at 6:00P.M.
Officers Club MacDill Air Force Base Tampa
Cocktail Hour (Cash Bar) & Photos
Commandant's Address
Cake Cutting Ceremony
Buffet Dhner
Dancing
& Silent Auction
Guest Speaker: Sergeant Major D. Braddy, USMC
Special Guests: Wounded Warriors
$50- Members & Guests
$25- Active Duty/Reservists

Details:
Civilian Attire:
Sunday Best to Formal
Military Uniform:
Evening Dress
Blue Dress "A"
Service Dress "A"

All Reservations Must Be Made by October 31st

Valid Military ID RequiredFull Name & Drivers License Number
muslbe submitted in advance to:
kym@usmcfamilysupp@t.ogl (813)9682682

Tickets May Be Purchased Omiine.usmcfamilysupport.org
Or by Mail:

Checks made payabldia:M.P.A.
Attn: Birthday BallIP.O. Box 7915, Tampa, FL 33673


mailto:kym@usmcfamilysupport.org
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Wreaths Across America 2009
Sponsored by: T.A.M.P.A.
www.usmcfamilysupport.org

Sponsor Form:

______ Proud Partn®bS$SSSSSSSSS
_ PromisingLea@e SSSSSSSSBESSSSSSSS

Courageous Patriotd.......ccmeeeeeeeeene.. $45.....
Founder of Libef§ SSSSSSSPIPSSSSSSSS
Teamof HOBES S S SSSSSSSI/SSSSSSSSS
Commander of JUsHIEE S S SSSSEWSSSSS. .
Warrior of Comneit S S SSSSSRBIPSSSSS.
Champion of HOBd S SSSSSSHYSSSSSSS
OtheG SSSSSSSSSHESSSSSSSS. .

Name:

Email Phone: ()

Group ID#FLTAMPAO1

City State: LocatiorIB#ILC

In Memory of:

In Honor of:

Checks should be made payable to: T.A.M.P.A.
Mail payments to: P.O. Box 7915, Tampa, FL 33673

Event:. WAA at American Legion Post #5/Tampa

Date: Saturday, Decemb&Yat22 Noon
A Community Event

InformationlVAA@usmcfamilysuppdrbone: (813)98682

Group ID & Location ID MUST be included in order for

thewreaths tbe desigriad for the Tampa ceremony Site.



http://www.usmcfamilysupport.org/
mailto:WAA@usmcfamilysupport.org

