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TEAM T.A.M.P.A., 
due to injury, is down 
to one participant.  
Like true Marine style 
she is ready and 

willing to take on her 10K event and prove us 
all proud.  Sgt. Stephanie R., daughter of 
members Eric & Heidy R., will run the MCM 
10K representing T.A.M.P.A.  
Stephanie chose to raise funds for the group 
and has been working hard.  If you would like 
to contribute or know of others who might 
please direct them to our web link: 
http://www.usmcfamilysupport.org/TEAMTA
MPA.asp 
Our Gold Star Mother, Dee M. and 
Treasurer/Events Coordinator, Kym S.  will be 
in Washington during this weekend and will 
attend the race cheering Stephanie and others 
to their finish lines. 
 

 

Meet Baby Devil Dog Zachary! 

 
 
Here is the YUKU post from Megan & Brandon  
Hey everyone! So we are home and settled after a CRAZY week. 
Long story short, I was officially pre -eclamptic after the labs on 
Monday and Zachary was showing a low abdominal circumference  
so they decided to induce us immedia tely  at 37 weeks 2 days. So 
Tuesday night we headed to Naval. I was not dilated  at all, and 
had ZERO progress naturally  so we started from the complete 
begin ning in the process. By 2 AM Wed I was contracting, and got 
to 5 CM  by 10AM then stalled out so they started pitocin, then 
around 2PM broke my water. By 7PM I went from 7 to 9 to 10 CM 

in 30 min and at 7:55, 2 pushes later we had our amazing little 
boy. Brandon was there the whole time and a baby is all it takes 
for a Mar ine to tear up, he was running back and forth between 
Zachary and I as they checked out Zachary and finished up with 
me. What an experience! I was up and moving in about an hour 
since I had no epidural and we got tra nsferred to the Mother -Baby 
Unit at 10PM that night . Friday we were released in the  afternoon 
and are settling in wonderfully. First night was kind of  rough, 
Zachary wanted to eat every hour, but last night went great! I'm 
just in awe and can't wait till Zachary gets to meet our TAMPA 
family -  than k you all for the well wishes and prayers.  

 

 

Family Birthday Ballé.. 
In less than a month the United States Marine 
Corps will celebrate its 234th birthday.  Like our 
sons and daughters, who are and have served, 
we also honor this tradition with our own 
Family Ball. 
Tickets are currently on sale for this event 
which is being held at the MacDill Air Force 
Base Officers Club on Saturday, November 14th 
at 6:00p.m. 
The night will include a wonderful buffet 
dinner, special guest speaker Sgt. Major 
Braddy of the Orlando Recruiting 
headquarters, special presentations, dancing 
and a Silent Auction. 
This event is for EVERYONE.  Come celebrate 
with us and learn more about who we are and 
what we are doing to support our United States 
Marines.  You won’t be disappointed. 
If you have not already made your reservations 
you still have time.   For more information you 
can visit our website.  Tickets can be purchased 
via mail or online.  Deadline is October 31st. 
kym@usmcfamilysupport.org 
Here are pictures from 2 of our favorite 
birthday cakes from previous celebrations: 

 
This year our cake is being made by our very 
own Marine Mom Paula.  Many of you have 
already seen and tasted her incredible cakes at 
monthly gatherings and also this years 
T.A.M.P.A. birthday celebration.  She is 
keeping very tight lipped about what the cake is 
going to look like, but we know it is going to be 
absolutely awesome! 

http://www.usmcfamilysupport.org/TEAMTAMPA.asp
http://www.usmcfamilysupport.org/TEAMTAMPA.asp
mailto:kym@usmcfamilysupport.org
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Dignity Memorial 
Vietnam Moving Wall 

 
The Hillsboro Memorial Cemetery will host this 
presentation from October 28 – November 1.  
Access to view the wall will begin at 10a.m. and will 
remain open 24 hours a day.  The cemetery is 
located at 2323 W. Brandon Boulevard, Brandon, 
FL  (813)689-8121  
 

 

 
Speaking with Dee and Vicki at the gathering a 

couple of weeks ago they were discussing the need 

for a devotional for military parents and just 

something generally uplifting and I mentioned a 

book by a Navy Chaplin that wrote a book based on 

his experiences while in Iraq but could not 

remember the title. So here it is "No Atheists in 

Foxholes; Prayers and Reflections from the Front" 

by Chaplin Patrick McLaughlin, CNR, USN. 

Patrick was the Chaplin for Camp David before 

returning to Camp Lejeune and deploying to Iraq. It 

is a inspiring book that all should read if not all just 

the chapter called "A lesson in faith from a Muslim 

Father" if that does not get you thinking nothing 

will.  

 

So there is the first post for the T.A.M.P.A. book 

club.                    Joe VPMF of Cpl Joey MSG Guinea  

 

There have been some additions to the book list 

(posted on the YUKU board) already.  We are 

hoping to have these available at monthly 

gatherings for our members to check out and read.  

If you have any additional suggestions or books to 

share please post them on the board and bring them 

to any of our upcoming gatherings/events. 

 

 

2009 Wreaths Across America 
Tampa Project Begins 

 

 
 
Itôs that time of year to start contacting every one 

you know so that they can be a contributor for our 

WAA 2009 project.  Once again we will be working 

to obtain sponsors for over 400 wreaths which will 

adorn the graves at the American Legion Cemetery 

located in Tampa.  This is a great opportunity to get 

everyone we know involved and educate our 

community on the importance of honor and respect. 

A single wreath is only $15 and can be sponsored in 

honor or memory of anyone you choose.  We have 

8 short weeks to complete this project which means 

we need to be selling at least 50 wreaths per week.  

Sponsors can either purchase wreaths on our 

website or by completing a sponsorship form (at 

end of newsletter) and mailing it back to us.  Please 

feel free to make copies of the form and share them 

with your family, friends, neighbors, co-workers, 

etc. 

The wreath laying ceremony will be held at the 

American Legion Post #5, 3810 W. Kennedy Blvd., 

Tampa, FL  33609 on Saturday December 12
th
 at 12 

Noon.  The community is invited to please come 

and be a part of this wonderful transformation as we 

lay the wreaths on over 800 gravesites. 

T.A.M.P.A. is asking for each member family to 

support this project by purchasing at least one 

wreath. Thank You! 
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The Ten Tenors Military Tribute  
(t urn up your speakers )  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LL-
0mdEg0U4&feature=related 

 

 
Do you visit the T.A.M.P.A. website regularly?  
If not, you may be missing out on important 
information, articles and updates to events, 
programs and gatherings.   
You might be surprised at what you find by 
spending a few minutes browsing the site and 
seeing something that you may have missed 
before. 
There is a page that lists many upcoming 
events, fundraisers and activities for other 
military/veteran support organizations.  We try 
and share as much info as possible to give all 
our members and supporters a chance to be 
involved. 
If you would like anything posted on the 
website or in our newsletter please be sure to 
contact me, and upon approval, we will be 
happy to help out. 
If you know of someone who would like to be 
added to our Newsletter email list please 
forward their information to me. 
 

 

T-Shirt  Pre -order for 2009 Christmas 
Parade  
We will again be participating in the Pinellas 
Park Christmas parade on Saturday, December 
12th.   
We are happy to announce that we have 
secured the USMC Humvee and it will be 
driven in front of our float.  This is going to be 
an absolute crowd pleaser, for sure. 
We also are in the process of confirming some 
active duty Marines to ride/walk with us in 
their dress blues.   
As we did last year we will be placing an order 
for Christmas t-shirts from Sgt. Grit.  We will 
need to get this order in as soon as possible as 
last year they sold out rather quickly.  These 
shirts will cost $18.95/each and T.A.M.P.A. will 
cover all shipping cost.  Please place your 
orders with Bonnie@usmcfamilysupport.org as 
soon as possible.  You will need to give her your 

size and then mail your payment to T.A.M.P.A. 
RE:  Christmas T-Shirt Order  P.O. Box 7915, 
Tampa, FL  33673.  Orders will only be placed 
upon receipt of payment.  Deadline to place 
your order will be November 12 th . 
 

 
FRONT – Merry Christmas to all, and to all a Safe Night! 

 
BACK 

 
YOU DO NOT HAVE TO PARTICIPATE  IN THE  

PARADE TO ORDER A TSHIRT  

 

 

Family, Food & Fun  
November 28th  @ 4p.m.  

 
9331 Adamo Dr.  

Tampa 33619  
 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LL-0mdEg0U4&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LL-0mdEg0U4&feature=related
mailto:Bonnie@usmcfamilysupport.org
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Are you a proud Marine, Parent, Wife or supporter?  
Well then you probably have one, two, maybe even three 
or more pins that you proudly wear to show your love 
and support for the USMC.  We have one you may want 
to add to your collection.  A beautiful  USMC pin that can 
be worn either for casual daily wear to a formal event.  
The pin is available in both gold tone and silver for $10.  
If you would like to purchase one of these pins please 
check our our online store: 
http://www.usmcfamilysupport.org/ShoppingSpot.asp 
Check out other items that are also available for 
purchase. 

 

Many Vets Can't Cash 
GI Bill Checks 
Week of October 12, 2009 

In response to the hardships caused by delays in delivering GI 

Bill benefits, the Department of Veterans Affairs began issuing 

advance educational benefit payments to veteran-students in 

the form of US Bank business checks. These emergency 

checks are being issued in amounts up to $3,000 for veteran-

students who have applied for GI Bill benefits and who have 

not yet received their VA payment. VA's 57 regional offices 

began issuing these checks to eligible Veteran-students across 

the country on Friday, October 2, 2009. Unfortunately, many 

veterans have found it nearly impossible to cash the VA 

checks. To help with this latest snag, the VA has established a 

special customer service call-in number (1-800-827-2166) for 

banks to verify the validity of any US Bank check brought to 

them by a veteran. Banks calling these numbers will be 

connected directly to a VA employee who can access to all 

necessary information to verify who the check was issued to, 

the check number and dollar amount of the check, and whether 

the check was previously cashed or not. 

 

 

 
 

November 7 th  -  Members Needed  
If you are a ble to help with either a 

fundraiser event or booth setup at the 
CVA event please contact 

cyd@usmcfamilysupport.org  
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW!  
Instead of our annual Christmas party, 
T.A.M.P.A. will be hosting a New Years 
Celebration/Open House at the new gathering 
facility (MCL – 2612 N. Tampa Street, Tampa 
33602) on Saturday, January 9th @ 3p.m.  We 
are hoping this will clear everyone’s holiday 
calendar a bit more and give us a better 
opportunity to have a great turn out.  
We will be inviting all military/veterans groups 
in the Tampa Bay area to come see our new 
headquarters and get to know us a little bit 
better.  Please mark your calendars now and 
spread the word to everyone that you think 
would like to attend.   
As usual we will have wonderful food and some 
exciting door prizes! 
 

 
All monthly financial reports can now be requested and sent 
directly to you via email.  The Board of Directors will review 
and approve all reports monthly.  If you would like a report or 
more information please contact our treasurer 
kym@usmcfamilysupport.org 

 

 

 

 

http://www.usmcfamilysupport.org/ShoppingSpot.asp
mailto:cyd@usmcfamilysupport.org
mailto:kym@usmcfamilysupport.org
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GET CONNECTED:  
Every Friday -  Rain or Shine  
Two groups/locations to choose from:  
Lutz Patriots  & Bayshore Patriots  
Waving flags and supporting our  
troops & nation.  
 
October  21 -  7p.m. Marine Corps League/Tampa  
Monthly Meeting  
Angus R. Goss Det. #056  
2612 N. Tampa Street, Tampa 33602  
Frank Rossa/Commandant.   813 -229 -6600  
 
October  22 -  8p.m. The "Some Gave All" Tour  
Coconuts Comedy Club  
9331 E. Adamo Drive, Brandon 33661  
Starring The Cowboy Comedian  
$10/ Advance   $12/Day of Show  
Proceeds to benefit Woun ded Warrior Project  
Info:   (813)951 -1265 or  
www.coconutsbrandon.com  
  
October 22 -25  -  Department of Florida  
Marine Corps League Conference  
@ Safety Harbor Resort & Spa  
For more information contact:  
Bill Cona/wcona@tampabay.rr.com   
  
October 26  -  6:00p.m. Hillsborough County Veterans  
Council Meeting  
Veterans Memorial Park & Museum  
3602 N. US Hwy 301, Tampa, FL   33619  
For more information contact:  
Dave Braun Prowler143@aol.com  
 
October 28 -  November 1   

Dignity Memorial Vietnam Moving Wall  
Opens at 10a.m. on October 28th and will  
remain open 24 hours through November 1st  
Hillsboro Memorial Cemetery  
2323 W. Brandon Blvd., Brandon, FL  
More Information:   (813)689 -8121  
 
Ocotber 29 -  10a.m. Veterans Exposition &  
Employment Fair  
Polk State College (PSC) Lakeland Campus  
Information:   WorkForce 2020  @ (863)519 -1242  
 
November 7  -  8a.m. -  2p.m. YARD SALE   
American Legion Aux. Unit #5  
3810 W. Kennedy Blvd. Tampa, 33609  
Donate items or rent a table and sell your  
own items.   Reserve tables by 10/30.  
For more information:  
Jennifer Silvers (813)620 -1127  
  
November 7 -  2p.m. -  6p.m.  Clearwater  
Veterans Military Appreciation Day   
Brighthouse Network Field  
Clearwater, FL  
www.cvad.org  
  
November 9 -  7p.m. Marine Corps League/Clearwater  
Monthly Meeting  
Meets 2nd Monday of each month.  
1401 N. Hercules Avenue, Clearwater  
Bill Cona, Commandant/ wcona@tampabay.rr.com  

 
 
 

November 11 -  11a.m. Veterans Day Ceremony  
Veterans Memorial Park & Museum  
3602 N. US Hwy 301, Tampa, FL   33619  
 
Novemb er 14 -  4p.m. Texas Hold'em Poker Tournament  
Armed Forces Military Museum  
2050 -  34th Way N., Largo, FL   33771  
$75 Player / $25 Spectator  
Proceeds to benefit Childrenôs Educational Program  
For more information about this event or the museum:  
www.armedforcesmuseum.com  
  
November 15 & 16 -  Birdies for the Brave  
Golf Tournament Fundra iser  
Fundraiser Sunday 4 -6p.m.  
Golfing Monday 9a.m.  
Tournament of Players Club Tampa Bay  
5300 West Lutz Lake Fern Road  
Lutz, FL   33558  
Contact:   (813)949 -0090  
 
November 17 -  10a.m. Groundbreaking Ceremony  
Museum & War Memorials  
Veterans Memorial Park & Mus eum  
3602 N. US Hwy 301, Tampa, FL   33619  
 
November 19 -  6p.m. Operation Helping Hands Dinner  
For wounded warriors and their families  
James A. Haley VA Hospital  
13000 N. 30th St., Tampa, FL   33612  

 
 
 

 

Be sure to have a Happy 
& Safe Halloween! 

 
 
 

 
 

http://lutzpatriots.shutterfly.com/
http://www.bayshorepatriots.org/who.htm
http://www.coconutsbrandon.com/
mailto:Cona/wcona@tampabay.rr.com
http://mail.usmcfamilysupport.org:8383/src/compose.php?send_to=Prowler143%40aol.com
http://www.cvad.org/
mailto:Commandant/wcona@tampabay.rr.com
http://www.armedforcesmuseum.com/
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You Are Cordially Invited 

to Attend the 

2009 USMC Family Birthday Ball 

Hosted by T.A.M.P.A. 

Saturday, November 14th at 6:00P.M. 

Officers Club - MacDill Air Force Base - Tampa 

Cocktail Hour (Cash Bar) & Photos 

Commandant's Address 

Cake Cutting Ceremony 

Buffet Dinner 

Dancing 

& Silent Auction 

Guest Speaker:  Sergeant Major D. Braddy, USMC 

Special Guests:  Wounded Warriors 

$50 - Members & Guests 

$25 - Active Duty/Reservists 

 

Details: 

Civilian Attire: 

Sunday Best to Formal 

Military Uniform: 

Evening Dress 

Blue Dress "A" 

Service Dress "A" 

 

All Reservations Must Be Made by October 31st 

 

Valid Military ID Required or Full Name & Drivers License Number 

must be submitted in advance to: 

kym@usmcfamilysupport.org or call (813)965-2682 

 

Tickets May Be Purchased Online:  www.usmcfamilysupport.org 

 

Or by Mail: 

Checks made payable to:  T.A.M.P.A. 

Attn:  Birthday Ball, P.O. Box 7915, Tampa, FL  33673 

 

mailto:kym@usmcfamilysupport.org


T.A.M.P.A. – In The News Oct. 2009 
Wreaths Across America 2009 

Sponsored by: T.A.M.P.A. 
www.usmcfamilysupport.org 

 

Sponsor Form: 
 
________  Proud PartnerŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞ$15 
________  Promising LeaderŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞ$30 
________  Courageous Patriot$....................................................$45 
________  Founder of LibertyŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞ$60 
________  Team of HopeŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞ..$75 
________  Commander of JusticeŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞ..$100 
________  Warrior of CommitmentŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞ.$250 
________  Champion of HonorŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞ$500 
________  OtherŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞŞ..$___________ 

 
Name:  ______________________________________________________________ 
Email:  __________________________________Phone:  (____)_________________ 
                                                                           Group ID# - FLTAMPA01 
City:  ________________  State:  ______________  Location ID# - FLAMLC 
In Memory of:  ________________________________________________________ 
In Honor of:  _________________________________________________________ 

 
Checks should be made payable to:  T.A.M.P.A. 

Mail payments to:  P.O. Box 7915, Tampa, FL  33673 
 

Event:  WAA at American Legion Post #5/Tampa 
Date:  Saturday, December 12th at 12 Noon 

A Community Event 
 

Information:  WAA@usmcfamilysupport.org / Phone: (813)965-2682 
 

Group ID & Location ID MUST be included in order for 
the wreaths to be designated for the Tampa ceremony site. 

 

http://www.usmcfamilysupport.org/
mailto:WAA@usmcfamilysupport.org

