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You Are Invited 
2009 Wreaths Across America 

Ceremony 
Saturday, December 12th 

Program begins promptly at 12noon 
@ American Legion Post #5 

3810 W. Kennedy Blvd., Tampa 33609 
 
T.A.M.P.A. & the American Legion 
Post #5 have joined together again to 
transform the posts military cemetery 
into a beautiful holiday expression of 
pride for our military and veterans 
throughout the Tampa Bay area.  This 
is a community event for all ages.   
Come join us and help in this glorious 
transformation. Please feel free to share 
this invitation with all of your 
contacts. 
 

If you have any questions or need 
additional information: 

Email:  WAA@usmcfamilysupport.org 
Our website:  

www.usmcfamilysupport.org 
Phone:  (813)965-2682 

 
T.A.M.P.A. Members are asked to be at 
the event no later than 10a.m. for set-

up and staging. 
 

Christmas Cards for Local VA Patients 

There are numerous organizations and emails 

promoting Christmas cards for wounded all over 

our nation.  Let’s  help out right here in our own 

backyard.  Please take a moment to complete a few 

Christmas cards for patients at the Tampa &  St. 

Petersburg VA hospitals.  Cards need to be sent by 

December 18
th

 and we will make sure they are 

delivered for the holiday season.  Please be sure to 

add a personal note to thank these men and women 

for their service and sacrifices. 

Cards should be mailed to: 

T.A.M.P.A. 

P.O. Box 7915 

Tampa, FL  33673 

Spread the word to your family, friends and co-

workers and let’s have plenty for everyone. 

 

 

Bonnie & Cyd getting everyone ready to go! 

 
T.A.M.P.A., for a 3

rd
 year, will be participating in 

the Pinellas Park Christmas parade on Saturday, 

December 12
th

.    With the WAA ceremony also 

being held earlier in the day it is going to make it 

quite busy for the group.  Current plans are to meet 

at a local restaurant, after WAA, to share in a meal 

before we head across the bay to decorate the float.  

If you plan on attending this event please let us 

know so that we are sure to have enough room for 

everyone.  Approximately 350 flags will be 

available for members to distribute along the route.  

If you would like to throw beads everyone is asked 

to supply their own.  Candy is NOT allowed on this 

parade route.  Don’t forget your Santa hat. 

Leading our float this year will be that gorgeous 

Marine Corps humvee! 

 

mailto:WAA@usmcfamilysupport.org
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There may be a story in your 
military adventure…. 
 
Hello. 
I am a producer here at FOX 13 and I am trying to get a 
new project started for our website myfoxtampabay.com. 
The whole idea is to do good, human interest stories 
with a military theme.  
Once the project is up and running, we hope to feature a 
soldier/military family once a week. 
The first story that Iôm looking into (just to give you an 
idea) is a mom who just welcomed home her daughter 
from Iraq only to send her son to Baghdad one week 
later.  Iôll tell her story and how she makes it through.  
Plus highlight her familyôs commitment to our county. 
I think there are limitless possibilities here.   
It is my hope that this project will honor our service men 
and women and their families. 
Please contact me if you would be interested in helping. 
Also, feel free to send this along to any other military 
families you know. 
I look forward to hearing from you. 
Thank you so much. 
  

Kelly Barfield  
WTVT FOX 13  
Associate Producer 
Consumer/ Medical Unit 
813.870.9870 
Kelly.barfield@foxtv.com 
 
 

 

From left, Bill Cona, Bill All ard, Bob Cannon, Tony 

Mazzone, John Piazza, Sr., Pete Kristall, Ron Ashley and 

Jim Murray of the Morris F. Dixon, Jr. Detachment.  

The Morris F. Dixon, Jr. Detachment of the Marine 

Corps League in Clearwater recently hosted the State 

Marine Corps League Fal l Conference at the Safety 

Harbor Spa and Resort. The conference featured 

leadership training, a presentation by the Tampa Area 

Marine Parents Association regarding the service they 

provide to our wounded warriors, a visit to the Armed 

Forces Military Muse um in Largo, and a presentation by 

guest speaker Brigadier General Ron Baczkowski , 

USMC, U.S. Special Operations Command, MacDill Air 

Force Base.  

 
T.A.M.P.A. wounded warrior families; Luciano & 

Erica, Mike & Leslie, Jessie, Julie Rae, Richard & 

Cyd, enjoy the MCL convention ball at the Safety 

Harbor Spa. 

 

T.A.M.P.A. would like to express our thanks and 

appreciation to the MCL for its generous donation 

to our group.  We met a lot of new faces and 

wonderful people that we have already begun 

working with and will continue growing these 

relationships. 

 

 

 
What if Tampa Area Marine Parents Association 

earned a donation every time you searched the 

Internet? Or how about if a percentage of every 

purchase you made online went to support our 

cause? Well, now it can !  

GoodSearch.com is a new Yahoo -powered search 

engine that donates half its advertising revenue, 

about a penny per search, to the charities its users 

designate. Use it just as you would any search 

engine, get quality search results from Yahoo, and 

watch t he donations add up!  

GoodShop.com is a new online shopping mall which 

donates up to 30 percent of each purchase to your 

mailto:Kelly.barfield@foxtv.com
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favorite cause! Hundreds of great stores including 

Amazon, Target, Gap, Best Buy, ebay, Macy's and 

Barnes & Noble have teamed up with G oodShop and 

every time you place an order, you'll be supporting 

your favorite cause.  

And if you download the GoodSearch ï Tampa Area 

Marine Parents Association toolbar, our cause will 

earn money every time you shop and search online -  

even if you forget t o go to GoodShop or GoodSearch 

first! Add the Tampa Area Marine Parents 

Association toolbar at 

http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/tampa - area -

marine - parents - association   

T.A.M.P.A. recently received its 2009 check from 

Goodsearch which totaled a little over $90.  That is 

free monies just for searching & shopping!  Letôs 

make that check grow even larger for 2010.  

 

 

4
th

 Annual USMC Birthday Ball 

Another Huge Success 

 

If you werenõt there you missed an incredible event 

filled with lots of fellowship, laughter, dancing, 

great food, gorgeous door prizes, wonderful 

surprises and the list goes on and on. 

Visit our website (www.usmcfamilysupport.org) to 

see the many pictures and learn more about this 

gala event.  You wonõt want to miss it next year 

when we hope it to be even bigger and better. 

 

 

 
 
All -New Association Website!  

In an effort to constantly improve and update 
our resources for families of service members, 
we recently launched our new website at 
www.MilitaryFamily.org. Take a look and tell us what 
you think! 
 

 

 

 
Letters to Sant a 
by  Airman 1st Class Rachelle Coleman  
354th Fighter Wing Public Affairs  

 
11/23/2009 -  EIELSON AIR FORCE BASE, 
Alaska ï For  nearly 60 years the men and 

women of the 354th Operations Support  
Squadron have been Santa's helpers --  
receiving letters from chil dren asking Santa for 

toys and other gifts for their good behavior.  
The program was started by the 58th Weather 
Reconnaissance Squa dron in 1954 when a 

group of men from the squadron decided to 
help answer letters that arrived at the post 
office addressed t o Santa Claus.  

"It's a great way to relive your chil dhood a 
little bit," said Staff Sgt. Matthew Bohlman, a 
354th OSS weather forecaster who has been a  

part of Santa's Mailbag for four yea rs. "You get 
a chance to answer children's wishes in a way; 
it's a g reat way to give back."  

Santa's Mailbag has a worldwide outreach  
according to Sergeant Bohlman, "we've 
received letters from across  the United States 

as well as Australia, Japan and England -
usually a place near a military base."  

The volunteers start proc essing le tters in late 
November and will continue through 
Christmas. During pea k of the season, weather 

flight members get together at least twice  a 
week to hold letter stuffing parties after duty 
hours. They read  thousands of letters and 

write responses t o the children.  Volunteers in 
the weather flight sort  and read the letters 
select an appropriate reply and mail the letters 

from Sa nta Claus with an official North Pole 

http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/tampa-area-marine-parents-association
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/tampa-area-marine-parents-association
http://support.militaryfamily.org/site/R?i=RtqbWlv-3A1yKmN6iP7mqg..


T.A.M.P.A 

In The News/ December 2009 

postmark. Each addre ss is handwritten for a 
special touch.  

"I like opening the letters  and see ing how 
diverse kids are," said Staff Sgt. Dave Drainer, 

a weather forecaster for the 354th OSS and  
second year volunteer . "I like giving kids a 
chance to believe in Santa. Believing in Santa  

was one of the best parts of my childhood," 
said Sergean t Drainer.  
To ensure a reply before Christmas the  flight 

must receive letters to Santa by mid -
December. Children whose let ters arrive too 
late will get a special "afte r Christmas" letter 

from Santa. Children's letters to Santa can be 
sent to:  
Santa's Mail bag  

2827 Flightline Avenue Suite 100B  
Eielson AFB, AK 99702  
As donations drive this program 100%, a self -

addressed stampe d envelope or donation made 
out to "Santa's Mail bag" help to defray the cost 
of postage and supplies.  

 

 
Camp Lejeune gets a $3 
billion revamp 
By Trista Talton - Staff writer 
Posted : Tuesday Nov 24, 2009 9:57:34 EST 

CAMP LEJEUNE, N.C. ð Itôs easy to look around this base 
and find buildings that date to the early 1940s. 

At that time, the Corpsô premiere East Coast base was abuzz 

with construction. Crop fields and forests thick with pine trees 

were being replaced by office buildings, barracks, chow halls 

and training facilities. The base hasnôt seen another building 

boom like it ð until now. 

More than $1 billion worth of construction is underway at 

Lejeune, and soon several modern facilities will exist among 

the baseôs more than 188 historic buildings. All told, the base 

has received $3 billion for construction thatôs funded through 

2012. An overview of current and future projects: 

BARRACKS  

About two-thirds of Lejeuneôs 94 barracks were built at least 20 

years ago. Through 2012, several will be renovated, and new 

ones will be built, including five at Camp Geiger. By 2015, the 

base will have about 150 barracks, according to Nina 

McBroom, director of Lejeuneôs Bachelor Housing Division. 

CHOW HALLS  

About 5.6 million meals are served each year at Lejeuneôs 12 

chow halls. Plans call for consolidating dining rooms by closing 

older chow halls and building at least two new ones that are 

more centrally located to work areas and barracks. 

REGIMENTAL COMPLEX  

Construction began earlier this year on a complex for 8th 

Marines. It will sit on 165 acres in the Wallace Creek area near 

the baseôs main exchange and include a headquarters 

building, facilities for vehicles and equipment, and barracks. 

MARSOC  

Except for a few finishing touches, Marine Corps Forces 

Special Operations Commandôs new headquarters building is 

complete. Located in Stone Bay, MarSOCôs new headquarters 

will eventually be joined by a schoolhouse, where spec ops 

recruits will endure portions of the Initial Training Course. 

Barracks are under construction. 

EXCHANGE  

The baseôs main exchange is getting a 40,000-square-foot 

addition. Plans include consolidating the main exchange with 

the Hadnot Point Annex, a smaller store. Once the expansion 

is complete, the current facility will be renovated. The 

estimated $20 million project is expected to begin next summer 

and be finished in 2011. 

MAIN GATE  

In April, the Corps awarded a $13.3 million design contract for 

a new entryway, with connecting roads and bridges leading to 

the baseôs mainside area. The project, estimated to cost as 

much as $200 million, will begin next year with construction of 

a new bridge spanning more than 2,000 feet across Northeast 

Creek, connecting the Tarawa Terrace housing area to 

mainside. Overall, the project will include 7½ miles of new 

roads and eight bridges. 
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New family systems 
improves link to Marines  

 

By Trista Talton - Staff writer 

Posted : Sunday Nov 29, 2009 9:03:43 EST  

 

CAMP LEJEUNE, N.C. ð The message on Gail 
Krogerôs cell phone said her son was home 
from Afghanistan. 

A plane carrying her son, Pvt. Mike Spurlin, 
and about 150 other Marines had landed at 
Marine Corps Air Station Cherry Point, a 45-
minute drive from Camp Lejeune, where 
spouses, children, families and friends had 
gathered for the Nov. 17 homecoming. 

Krogerôs voicemail was courtesy of the Corpsô 
fledgling family readiness program, just a 
simple heads-up that Echo Company, 2nd 
Battalion, 8th Marines, was back in the U.S. 
after spending the last six months at war. 

Throughout the deployment, 2/8 families 
relied on the readiness program to serve as a 
link to their loved ones. 

In 2007, Corps officials recognized its family 
readiness programs lacked personnel and 
funding and relied too heavily on volunteers. 
Commandant Gen. James Conway responded 
by earmarking $30 million. Though it has 
received mixed reviews, the program aims to 
give families a full-time, dedicated person to do 
a job typically left to volunteers. 

ñItôs my goal to get information directly from 
the commanding officer and then to get it out 
to them,ò said Misty Weiser, 2/8ôs family 
readiness officer. 

Weiser, a former Marine sergeant, is among the 
more than 250 civilian FROs doing the job 
previously handled by staff noncommissioned 
officers and spouses who compose the Key 
Volunteer Network. 

For years, Key Volunteers provided the service, 
often with spouses calling other spouses to 
relay information, but the system was criticized 
for sometimes spreading misinformation and 
rumors. 

The new system aims to eliminate that, with 
FROs typically contacting families by e-mail, or 
automated voice mail and text messages. It has 

helped to ensure that correct information gets 
distributed, but not everyone is sold. 

Trisha Jacober, a Marine spouse of 11 years and 
former Key Volunteer, said she misses the old 
way. 

ñThere were things that needed to be fixed with 
the KVN, especially the rumors,ò she said, ñbut 
now, I feel like some of that personal touch is 
missing.ò 

Weiser said the family readiness program is 
working to improve that. 

ñOur commander prefers to have a more 
personal touch,ò she said. ñWe want to try to 
start personally calling families.ò 

The program worked well for families like the 
Krogers. 

ñItôs like we were spoiled,ò said Tom Kroger, 
Spurlinôs stepfather. ñI think theyôve really 
made a breakthrough with the parents. You felt 
like you had a finger on what was happening.ò 
 

Military Holiday postage deadlines: 

Destination Express 
1st 

Class 
Priority 

APO/FPO AE 090-
092 

18 Dec 11 Dec 11 Dec 

APO/FPO AE 093 N/A 04 Dec 04 Dec 

APO/FPO AE 094-
098 

18 Dec 11 Dec 11 Dec 

APO/FPO AA 340 18 Dec 11 Dec 11 Dec 

APO/FPO AP 962-
966 

18 Dec 11 Dec 11 Dec 

 

 
 
If you know of a  wom an currently undergoing Chemo, please 
pass the word to her that there is a cleaning service that 
provides FREE  housecleaning - 1 time per month for 4 
months while she is in  treatment.    
All she has to do is sign up and have her doctor fax a note 
confirming the treatment. Cleaning for a Reason will have a 
participating maid service in her zip code area arrange for 
the service.   http://www.cleaningforareason.org.  Please pass 
this information on to bless a woman going through Breast 
Cancer treatment. This organization serves the entire USA 
and currently has 547 par tners to help these women. Itôs our 
job to pass the word and let them know that there are people 
out there that care. Be a blessing to someone and pass this 
information along.   

 

mailto:ttalton@atpco.com?subject=Question%20from%20MarineCorpsTimes.com%20reader
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This holiday season cell phones will once 

again be a number one item on many 
wish lists.   T.A.M.P.A. continues to 

recycle phones with proceeds helping us 
with our monthly operating expenses.  

We have  par tnered with GRC Wireless 
Recycling to raise money through cell 

phone recycling. Up to $30 (or more) will 
be earned for each donated phone  (ANY 

age/ANY condition ) .  GRC offers 
environmentally responsible, zero landfill 

cell phone recycling.  
 

Recycle 10+ Cell Phones and your 

shipping is FREE  -  Visit the  link  
below  to obtain your free postage 

paid mailing label :  
http://grcrecycling.com/shipments/

?org_name=Tampa%20Area%20Ma
rine%20Parents%20Association,%2

0Tampa,%20FL  
 

Recycle 1 - 9 Cell Phones:  

1.  Pack your cell phones and batteries in a sturdy 

box or padded envelope.   Please do not 
include chargers or accessories.  

2.  Be sure to deactivate the service on your cell 

phones.  
3.  Mail your cell phones and batteries to:  

 
Tampa Area Marine Parents Association, 
Tampa, FL  
c/o GRC Wireless Recycling  
2201 S.W. 145th Ave, #209  
Miramar, FL 33027  

We are asking all our me mbers, 

contacts, supporters, etc. to join in our 
ongoing project for the 2010 year.   

It is easy to get started and we have 
plenty of  FREE promotional materials get 

you started and  help make your 
collection efforts a great success.   
 

 
 

 
USMC Family Support Gathering  

News Years Open House  

2612 N. Tampa St., Tampa  33602  

Jan. 9 th  @ 3:00p.m.  
Family, Food & Fun!  

  
Will resume on Jan. 30

th
 @ 4p.m. 

9331 Adamo Dr. 

 Tampa 33619  
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