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Bits & pieces to keep you updated with the
group and what is going on.

2"d Annual R4F 1T 500+
Another Testimonial
This is a true storyThis is my story.

By Deb Benson
Founder/PresGrateful American Coin

Sunday, August 2% | approached th2"™ Annual
Run for the Fallerregistration table to retrieve my
bi b and her ods nThenewere

over 280 fallen Floridian names and a few hundred

more from across the country.received a fallen
heroo6s name from anoth
requested a Floridianl felt odd since they are all
heroes regardless of where they livedhere
werenodt anymore Florida
there was a Florida hero for the 1 mile walkook
the 1 mile bib to run the 5k in honor of Sgt. Lea R.
Mills, Brooksville, FL.

Bib pinned to the back of my shirt and coin in my
hand, | met up with my friends wearing our Grateful
American Coin (GAC)-shirts. We read the names
on each otlhheld myscoirbkaawig I.
would find the right persoto coin out of so many
deserving participants honoring the fallen.

One friend, Colleen, talked of het' Annual Run
experience.She was the only one in our group who
had patrticipated. She explained how she searched
for information about the fallehero she honored
and while she couldnodt

address, she found the church he belonged to.
Colleen mailed the Pastor her bib, a coin and a note
for the family and requested he get it to theBhe
later received a call from his famitg thank her and
how they were touched by her gesture.

Our group split up as we mixed and mingled with
others before the race begaihe announcement
came overhead to huddle around the pavilion for the
presentation of our colord. scanned the crowfbr
a friend in a GAC -shirt. | noticed my friend
Robert towards the front.I wormed my way
through the crowd to stand next to him with coin in
hand and thoughts of searching the web to locate

Sgt . Mill sé family upon
Cyd welcomed andhanked the participants and
t hen read Col |l eends tes

before. She requested a call to action for others to
find out more about their heroes and where
possible, send a note to the familyvowed to do
the same.

We recited thePledge of Allegiancel felt a tap
on my shoulder.l turned around and a woman said
t o nYe,u Guinreng for our boy.Sgt. Mills is
our SAMerhugged, | gave her a coin, | cried.
We stood and sang the Star Spangled Banner.

| asked Robert to k& a picture of us.He was
quite surprised as he knows | have such an aversion
to having my picture tak
the witness protection progranwe posed, smiled,

W RuddedlanditiRir o 1 .

The race beganWith a heavy heart, | ran feeling

Sgt. Mills was with me, his parents behind mle.

epi cSttarteed amidm, a wkiwan dd g/h
looked like. | wondered if he was a daddy or
brother, when he died and if he was killed in Iraq or
A¥ghanitan. What I didtkRo® wa his gaterits are b L
proud.

As | approached the final milén typical Florida
summer fashion, the thunderheads rolled ¥You
could see the wave of showers up ahead moving
closer as steam came up from the hot pavement.
With a dark sky on one side, the sun shining on the
other, a lautiful rainbow was in betweerAs |
looked at the colors, | said a prayer for Sgt. Mills
and for that moment, there was a sense of peace
within.

So from a Grateful American to an American hero,
this is my story. Sgt. Lea R. Mills will never be

forgotten.

find her herobs familyé
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T.A.M.P.A. Receives
Florida BRAIVE Fund Grant

The Tampa Area Marine Paren ts
Association has received official
confirmation that they are the proud

T.A.M.P.A. had the opportunity to send 4 cases of recipients of a $20,000+ Florida
Tampa cigars over to Hawaii for this wonderful BRAIVE Fund grant to be used for
homecoming event. Member Dana, is the proud the distribution of wounded warrior
Marine Dad of Major Les a helicopter pilot who .
returned with this unit. Here is the email we
received from the units FRO:

o0Ugl y AkBgyeHawad

.l

Cyd,
. X
Thank you so very much for sending the
cigars. | plan on giving the extras to other THE
returning units, as your generosity was
overwhelming ina  plentiful and wonderful way. WO U N D E D
The man wearin g a Hawaiian shirt near the WA R R l O R
plane holding a box was passing out the cigars. H A N D BO O K

I'm trying to find more pictures taken by
individual family = members to see if they have
any better shots. | know the Marines and

Sailors were ecstatic by everything they saw
and received.

A Resource Guide for Returning Veterans

handbooks
Please know that your Tampa Area Marine throughout central Florida. The
Parents Association should take a :
bow for the support and patriotism they shared board and grant committee deserve
in the Aloha state. a huge round of applause as this

was our first application for a grant

and we are approved. You will hear
more about this grant and how it will

be utilized in the days to come. Also
keep your eyes open for an official
PRESS RELEASE which will be
generated by our marketing director
very soon.

Hand Salute,

These are extremely exciting times
in the life of T.A.M.P.A.
and we are so happy that you are all

a part of it.
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One Manodés Junk
IsAnot her Manos

Tr easu.

Your junk phones are definitely our TREASURE.
Collect them at home, work, church, school,
etc. The more you help us collect, the more
funds we raise to help our military men and

Registration: women.
www.operationhomefront.net/forms/freedom_walk_app.asp We have partnere d with GRC, a "green"
Free T Shirts to the first 300 registered comp any, that is helping to keep our
walkers that arrive at: planet healthy by recycling unwanted cell
FreEelam Wl = TEnTpE, [FL phones & their batteries. Any age/any

Sept. 12th, 2009
Fred Ball Park along Bayshore Blvd.
On Site Registration: 8:30AM
Start: 9:00AM

condition.

All proceeds will benefit our many
current projects and upcoming events.

We will provide you with a collection box

T.AM.P.A. will have an informational booth ~ 27d materials 't o help you with your
collection. For more information please

at this event and also hel_p with \_/olunteer check  out  our  website link:
setup and takedown. This is a 2 mile walk  htt-/auww.usmcfamilysupport.org/CellP
to help us remember the events of September honeDrive.asp

11", Please spread the word to EVERYONE that you
know that may be willing to help this great
cause.

SHOW YOU STILL CARE
FLY YOUR FLAG!

T.AM.P.A. has a new facility which we will be
using for our monthly gatherings. The Marine

Corps League of Tampa/Angus Gos
Detachment has agreed to let us use their
facility. We will have access toa huge meeting
room, ample parking and a separate
kitchen/dining area  with commercial

appliances. Our first official gathering at our

new home will be Saturday, September 19 @
3p.m. Location: 2612 N. Tampa Street,
Tampa, FL 33602.



https://www.operationhomefront.net/forms/freedom_walk_app.asp?Chapter_ID=1
http://www.usmcfamilysupport.org/CellPhoneDrive.asp
http://www.usmcfamilysupport.org/CellPhoneDrive.asp
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. : P Bigger Corps stops calling up
IRR Marines

The Corps has stopped putting Individual
Ready Reserve Marines on involuntary orders,
phasing out recalls as the actve-duty force has
grown to 202,000.

A little more than 200 Marines who reported
for duty in late spring are likely the last
reservists to get involuntarily recalled, said
Maj . Steven O6Connor, a
Corps Headquarters.

By: Trista Talton T Staff Writer

Posted on Marine Corps Times

Monday, August 17, 2009

We will be preparing and serving dinner to the
members and guests at the September 18
Marine Corps League meeting in Tampa. |If
you will be able to help at this event please
contact cyd@usmcfamilysupport.org so that we
can set our menu and prepare the meal. This
will be a great way to show the MCL our thanks

for their continued support of our group. M . , | ~ |
aril ne OSs e SO e a

| s your Marineds picture '?OSEarNQ of, Wilminggan, N:G. gepoyted 5 g o
Finest website page? Do you have a veteran in t Cpl Matt ew Purkey of Camp Lejeune Is
your family? We need their pictures to post. selling is 96 hours of leave over the
Please send your pictures and their information Thanksgiving holiday for $25 an hour in hopes

: A f raising $2,400 for the homeless.
to cyd@usmcfamilysupportorg and we o1 |9 g5E89 2, .
sure to get them posted for everyone to see. The 2-year-old from Dayton, Ohio plans to
spend the hours he sells with homeless people

EEEEEEEE NN NN EE NN NN NN NN NN NN NN EEEEEEEEEND |n W|Im|ngton

Purkeybds determination
We have over 400 wreaths to sponsor for the began last Christmas, when he joined a group
2009 Wreaths Across America Project here in of Marin es who served homeless people at the

Tampa. We wi | | need evVeds&NQidhe %ﬁny rﬁePgenYX/' tsheitdr Nin S
major holiday project. Help transform the Wilmington.

American Legion Cemetery into a beautiful Purkey lives near Hampstead and commutes to
place of honor for the Christmas season. Camp Lejeune, where he works in the

Individual sponsorships are only $15. More disbursing office. In addition to the charity
information and sponsorship forms will be wor k heds al so pr epitrin

available soon. Start spreading the word now. the 24t MEU in January.

By: The Associated Press
Posted on Marine Corps Times
Monday, August 24, 2009

Do you read the Marine Corps Times? If not, you

may want to add the | ink to
check it out on a regular basis to keep up with

great stories and important information.

www.marinecorpstimes.com

DONATIONS TO T.A.M.P.A. HELP PAY
FOR ALL PROJECTS AND EVENTS:

DONATE NOW



mailto:cyd@usmcfamilysupport.org
mailto:cyd@usmcfamilysupport.org
http://www.marinecorpstimes.com/
http://www.usmcfamilysupport.org/Donations.asp
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N ew Brochures Are Here

A huge thanks to our marketing director Leigh
and her daughter Sara for donating their time
to create new brochures for our group. These
will be a wonderful addition for marketing
materials and will be available at all of our
gatherings and events.

s this shoat TAMPA
Tifeline: When 1 had

T.A.M.P.A. Family Birthday Ball

The 2009 Marine Family Birthday Ball will be held at the
Of ficerés Club at MacDi | |
November 14h. Tickets wild.l be
want to miss this event as our Marine families know how
to kick up their heels and have one heck of a time.
Payments can be mailed or completed online. For
additional information and ticket sales please contact
kym@usmcfamilysupport.org

Articl es t hat
The Coming Home Project
Laptops For Flattops Contest

FREE Flag Decals

FREE Event Tickets for Military & Veterans
Veterans Day Poster/Essay Contest

may be of

Are you a member of our Y  uku board?

If not, you really need to take the time to join. This
is our interactive _ site which allows you to keep up
with and meet other members of the group. You
can meet and get to know other members even
when you may not be able to participate on a
regular basis. If you are not active on this board
please join today.

With everyone having time for facebook and
myspace these days it only seems fitting that you
can hook up on this great board.
http://tampaareamarineparentsassociation.yu
ku.com/btampaareamarineparentsassociation

oqog il 1AL o
£ Military Family
> Appreciation Day
Saturday * September 26 *
10am - 2pm * Largo Central Park

101 Central Park Drive

(off East Bay Dr., just east of Semin ole Blvd.)

Military, Vets & their Families invited!

Let us show you our appreciation for the sacrifices you
have made by serving in our nation's military so that we,
as Americans, may enjoy our freedoms!
Similar to last year, this gratifying event will co nsist of
opening and closing ceremonies, speakers and dignitaries,

live entertainment, food and beverages, train rides in the

A F Bark, japd family ggymes apdnactigtigs;  Bugingsges and
$ 5 Brgarfiz&i6n8 will also'b@ Histridtithd! &dful information

about programs, discounts, and other beneficial resources
that are especially available to members of the military
and their families. By the end of this celebratory event,
not only will past and present members of the military and
tf]eirﬁarrfilieé bF hgn%ect, fe@, find. ent ertained, but they
will also have gained valuable tools to improve their

quality of life!

***% FREE TO ATTEND & PARK#****


mailto:kym@usmcfamilysupport.org
http://www.cominghomeproject.net/
http://www.allamericandirect.com/military
http://www.usa-traffic-signs.com/Free_s/56.htm
http://www.vettix.org/events.php
http://www.pva.org/site/PageServer?pagename=2009_thank_posterandessay
http://tampaareamarineparentsassociation.yuku.com/btampaareamarineparentsassociation
http://tampaareamarineparentsassociation.yuku.com/btampaareamarineparentsassociation
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Attendees must register upon arrival. Proof of military
relationship will be requested.

GET INVOLVED!
- Promote your military programs, benefits, & discounts

- Operate a free game or activity - Contribute food

Contact Charla at 587-6740ext. 5014

clucas@largo.com

(727) or

Gr i
neo

n Mo m
Cont

t 6s
P h o ésb

Sgt
Mar i

Contest Details:

Top photo
wins a $50
Grit Gift
Cert.

1 entry per
person!
Send us
the best
photo you
have of a
Marine
with
his/her
Mom!
Deadline:
Sept . 6

Send your photo to sgtgritcontest@grunt.com

Required for entry:

1 You must verify that you are the owner of
the photograph.
T I'nclude your name
name along with your photograph.
Judging
After al | pictures
photos up for a vote, so watch the
Courage newsletter | The winning
receive a $50 gift certific ~ ate to the
Store.

and

American
image will
Sgt Grit Online

Now is a great time to clean out your closets
and help a good cause! A huge Marine unit
located in Texas is tryin g to collect ball
gowns for the enlisted Marines wives for

their USMC ball in November. There are

1200  Marines in this group! They are

W i

aputether ecei ved,

concentrating on enlisted wives first, but
they would also like to have enough to be
able to give a dress to each of the

Marines wife and encourage them to attend
as well. If you have anything that may be
appropriate for the ball, please consider
sending it to Texas for a great cause. T

need all sizes and styles.

Mail dresses to: MALS -41 Family Readiness
Office r, C/O Brooke O'Dea, 1055 Skytrain
Drive, Ft Worth Texas 76127.There will be

an event for these women that will be held

the evening of October 2nd which will
inclide a fysh@nUsifow, dinner, and then
distribution of the dresses. If they can get
to them by S eptember 25th, that would be
perfect!  Yikes , that is approaching quickly!

deployed

hey

Thanks so much!!!

Jill Weiser

Coordinator

South Central Nebraska Marine Parents
Ph. 308 -216 -0112

e-mail: scnmpsupport@gmail.com

All monthly financial reports can now be requested and sent directly to
you via email. The Board of Directors will review and approve all
reports monthly. If you would like a report or more info rmation please

Y Boakt our tiéh8urer ky @udh&amilysupport.org

we ol |


mailto:clucas@largo.com
mailto:sgtgritcontest@grunt.com
http://www.grunt.com/scuttlebutt/newsarchives/index.asp
http://www.grunt.com/scuttlebutt/newsarchives/index.asp
http://usmcshop.grunt.com/
http://usmcshop.grunt.com/
mailto:scnmpsupport@gmail.com

